
Dear Ann,

Firstly my apologies for the delay in response, it has been a very busy
time.

Politics is and should be a moral endeavour. I believe passionately
that politics should be about the making the world a better place.
Social justice and equality are at the heart of my values as a Labour
Party member. Labour has the right values – fairness, cooperation,
mutual responsibility. The Labour Party vision is of power, wealth and
opportunity in the hands of the many not the few. I am campaigning to be
elected to represent the people of North Shropshire because I want a
Labour Government so we can develop the right policies for a more just
and fair Britain.

Over the last seven years people with disabilities have been failed by
the Conservative government. Currently 4.2 million people with
disabilities live in poverty in Britain, and the disability employment
gap remains stubbornly high.

A Labour Government would promote and defend the rights of people with
disabilities. Labour will act to tackle discrimination, remove barriers
and ensure social security delivers dignity and empowerment, not
isolation and stigma. A Labour Government would create a properly funded
national health and care service for all.
Labour would immediately reject the Conservatives ill though out plans
for increased charges for domiciliary and community support services.
This has become known as the “Dementia Tax” however it would apply
to many more people than just older people with dementia. It would have
potentially devastating consequences across all ages and impact very
negatively on people with disabilities.

Labour will act immediately to end the worst excesses of the
Conservative government’s changes. A Labour Government will end the
punitive sanctions regime and scrap the Bedroom Tax.

The Labour Party Manifesto commits a Labour Government to the following
action;

_Labour will repeal the following cuts in social security support to
people with disabilities through a new Social Security Bill published in
our first year in office. _
_We will: _
_• Increase Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) by £30 per week
for those in the work-related activity group, and repeal cuts in the UC
limited capacity for work element._
_ • Increase Carer’s Allowance by £11 to the level of
Jobseekers’ Allowance. _
_• Implement the court decision on Personal Independence Payment
(PIP) so that there is real parity of esteem between those with physical
and mental-health conditions._
_ • Scrap the Work Capability and Personal Independence Payment



assessments and replace them with a personalised, holistic assessment
process that provides each individual with a tailored plan, building on
their strengths and addressing barriers. Labour will end the
privatisation of assessments. _
_• End the pointless stress of reassessments for people with severe
long-term conditions._
_ • Commission a report into expanding the Access to Work programme.
_
_We will change the culture of the social security system, from one
that demonises people not in work to one that is supportive and
enabling. As well as scrapping the Conservatives’ punitive sanctions
regime, we will change how Jobcentre Plus staff are performance-managed.
Labour will strengthen access to justice for people with disabilities by
enhancing the 2010 Equality Act, enabling discrimination at work to be
challenged._

Should I be elected as your Member of Parliament on 8th June it would
be my honour to work with all of you at the Shropshire Disability
Network to improve the lives of people with disabilities. We would be
together in this campaign for improved services and opportunities for
all people with impairments or long term health conditions living
in our area..

Yours sincerely,

Graeme Currie Labour Party Parliamentary Candidate for North Shropshire


