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New regulations have been issued regarding exemptions to the size criteria in the 

social rented sector(the bedroom tax) for both HB and UC from 4/12/2013.      

Guidance has been issued for Universal Credit and Housing Benefit.  The main 

parts introduced for Universal Credit are  where the size restriction won’t apply- 

 an overnight carer(the renter needs to both be the in receipt of  the care        

component of disability living allowance at the middle or highest rate or        

attendance allowance or  the daily living component of PIP   and provide regular 

overnight care .     

 A foster parent(for up to 12 months if they don’t actually have a child with 

them) or  an adopter who has a child placed with them for adoption.  

 A child where-they are entitled to the care component of Disability Living      

Allowance at the higher or middle rate, and they are not reasonably able to 

share a bedroom with another child by reason of their disability. 

 A  non dependent who is son or daughter of the renter and is in the armed   

forces and away on operations.    

Taking place next week- Click here for our new  Housing Costs– Universal Credit

–course.   

Last year our newsletters mentioned the tougher sanctions regimes introduced 
for JSA (October 2012) and ESA(December 2012). The first report on the operation 
of these sanctions has been released by the DWP. Key statistics for October 2012 
up until June 2013 are– ‘Under the new sanctions regime, introduced on 22nd 
October 2012, a total of 1.35 million sanction decisions have been made up to 
June 2013, of which, 0.58 million were adverse decisions.  53 per cent of adverse 
decisions under the new sanctions regime were in the ‘Low’ group, 38 per cent in 
the ‘Intermediate’ group, and 9 per cent in the ‘High’ group.  Under the new         
sanctions regime, just over one third (36 per cent) of adverse decisions were made 
because of a failure to actively seek employment, with 30 per cent because of a 
failure to participate in the Work Programme (and other training schemes), and 20 
per cent because of a failure to attend an advisory interview.  A total of 223     
thousand individuals had received a low level sanction, 167 thousand individuals 
had received an intermediate level sanction and 48 thousand individuals received 
a high level sanction.... ESA sanctions- 11,400 sanctions for people in this group   
mainly because they didn’t take part in the programmes designed to help them 
move closer to getting a job.’  

It’s important to advice clients who do not agree with their sanctions, and can 
show ‘good reason’, to challenge them by means of a revision and then appeal.  
This is especially true as repeat sanctions within one year escalate to greater      
periods of time.  Note hardship payments can usually be claimed if a person has 
been sanctioned.  Have your say (until 10/1/2014)– the government want you to       
contribute to an independent enquiry into sanctions. 

See our new Benefits Updater 2014 course which includes how to challenge     
benefit sanctions and news of the claimant commitment being introduced now. 
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Further pathfinder areas have 
come on line for the start of 
Universal Credit.  Relatively 
‘straight forward’ claims will be 
taken from clients in Rugby 
and Inverness.   A DWP press 
release has said that claims are 
being accepted on line; ‘most 
people are claiming it on line 
and the IT is working well...’.    
Harrogate,  Bath and Shotton 
are due to start in Spring 2014.   

The first DWP survey of UC 
claimants from the Pathfinder 
areas (opposite) make findings 
about  clients’ attitudes to    
Universal Credit.  373 claimants 
were interviewed in the study. 
90% made their claims on line.  
73% did it at the first attempt. 
Only 20% understood the    
taper  effect.  Note the        
Pathfinders  areas only deal 
with relatively simple claims.  
The research lists 26              
circumstances where a claim 
won’t be accepted.                                  
Click here for our updated  
Universal Credit  2014 course.      

You can follow our twitter feed @s_w_training 

Carers allowance can now be claimed online,  as can JSA and Universal Credit.  To maximise benefit, claims should 

be made as soon as possible.  This is to secure a date of claim.  Benefit rules vary but generally benefit is paid from 

this date.    Often a client is advised online to make sure they have a checklist of information before they claim.  As 

the ability to claim online rises,  it’s important that clients are advised of the urgency to claim quickly and not to 

delay.   

Click here for our updated Introduction to Welfare Benefits 2014 course.      
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