
Populus Survey 

Mencap commissioned a poll by Populus who interviewed a random sample of 2,099 UK 
adults 18+ from its online panel between December 11th and December 13th 2015. 
Surveys were conducted across the country and the results have been weighted to the 
profile of all adults. Populus is a founder member of the British Polling Council and 
abides by its rules.  

Further information at www.populus.co.uk <http://www.populus.co.uk> < 

http://www.populus.co.uk/>Question <http://www.populus.co.uk/%3eQuestion> 

The Government is currently passing a bill through Parliament that will remove £12 
billion pounds from the Welfare Budget. This Budget funds the benefits that disabled 
people get. These cuts to welfare could take away some of the support disabled people 
currently receive. 
Assuming this bill is passed, do you think the UK would become a better or worse 
place for disabled people to live? 
Much better 2% 
Slightly better 3% 
Neither better nor worse 17% 
Slightly worse 24% 
Much worse 47% 
Don't know 6% 
Net better: 6% 
Net worse: 71% 

 
DBC Survey of disabled people 

The Disability Benefits Consortium surveyed over 500 people aged 18 plus between 
August 3rd and 15th October across the UK. The surveys were conducted across the 
country and all relevant responses can be found below: 

Q: The Government are proposing to cut support for people in the WRAG by around £30 
per week. If this was to apply to you, what do you think the impact would be? Please 
note, this will only affect people who apply for ESA from April 2017 onwards. 
Percentage Sample 
It would make no difference at all 6% 27 
I would struggle to pay my bills 69% 292 
I would struggle to maintain my independence 70% 297 
I think my health would get worse 69% 291 
It would motivate me to get a job sooner 1% 6 

http://www.populus.co.uk/
http://www.populus.co.uk/


It would make it harder for me to recover and probably mean I return to work later 
45% 190 
Other (please explain) 21% 88 
Total 422 

Q: Do you feel that the amount of ESA you receive is/was enough to live on? 
Percentage Sample 
Yes 29% 134 
No 57% 265 
Not sure/don't know 15% 68 
Total 467 

Q: If you don't feel the money is enough, what impact has this had on your financial 
situation? 
Percentage Sample 
I have been unable to pay bills 43% 129 
I have missed rent payments 12% 36 
I have missed mortgage payments 9% 26 
I couldn't afford to eat 28% 85 
I haven't been able to travel to medical appointments 19% 56 
I struggled to stay healthy 52% 157 
I've been trapped in my house as I haven't been able to afford a taxi 36.% 110 
I haven't been able to heat my home 38% 114 
Other (please explain) 40.5% 113 
Total 303 

Q: If you have had your ESA withdrawn or reduced, what has been the impact on your 
life? (please tick all that apply) 
Percentage Sample 
I can't afford to pay my bills 30% 38 
I can't afford my weekly food shop 24% 31 
I'm now in debt 22% 28 
I've had to borrow from my friends and family 28% 35 
I've had to borrow from a payday lender 6% 7 
I am more isolated and less able to see friends and family 40% 49 
I miss medical appointments because I cannot afford to travel to them 14% 18 
It has negatively impacted my relationship with my family/spouse/partner 28% 35 
It has caused me severe anxiety 48% 61 
It has made my health condition worse 42% 53 
It has had little impact 2% 3 
The amount I receive has not changed 26% 33 
Other (please explain) 22% 26 
Total 127


